July, 1909 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 























5 
te 


e@ 








Published under the Direction of Rev. P. Lucas, 0.S.B., 


by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
































Heart of Jesus, Seat of Divine Love! 














Tabernacle and Purgatory 





the Poor Souls. Issued every two months. Subscription 50 ots. a year. 





Wol. 5 gulp, 1909 Ro. 2 


Corpus Christi. 

















HE Blessed Sacrament of the Altar is, as St. Thomas 
Aquinas says, the Sacrament of sacraments; for through 
It, by the ever-present indwelling of the God-man, all 
redemption, all sanctification, and all graces are imparted 

to the believing soul; and from it do all the other sacraments de- 

rive their power and efficacy. The celebration of the Blessed 

Sacrament is the holy Mass. Hence, the feast of Corpus 

Christi—that is, the feast of the Body of Christ—is as old as the 

Church itself, since this sacred and sublime mystery has been 

commemorated within her bosom in all ages. 

Hence we do not wonder that in the first ages of the Church 
no special festival day was dedicated to this Holy Mystery, since 
every day was sanctified by it. Still, Thursday in Holy Week, 
the day on which the Eucharist was established by Our Lord, 
was always observed by Christians as a festival; as St. Augustine © 
plainly testifies, while the great canon of the synod of Laodicea, 
held in the middle of the fourth century, permits on that daya 
temporary interruption of the forty days’ fast. 
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The institution of this festival, with its observance by the 
faithful, not only asa beacon-light in the time of distress, but 
also as a most brilliant day in the time of joy, was reserved for a 
period in which the Blessed Sacrament was most violently as- 
sailed and rudely desecrated; a period, too, in which the sects 
who were cut off from the Church disgraced and dishonored with 
sacrilegious hands the sanctuary of the Lord. As an All-wise 
Providence, in order to humiliate the proud and great ones of 
the earth, often selects the feeble and lowly to be vessels and 
instruments of His mercy, so on the present occasion the Church 
of God was to learn the divine will of heaven from the lips of a 
maiden unknown to the world. 

Juliana of Liege. 

In the city of Liege stood a convent of female hospitalers, 
among whom, in the year 1220, was one named Juliana, who was 
favored in her devotions by God with singular privileges and 
graces, for she lived in converse with heavenly spirits, and was 
permitted by the Lord to see into the hearts of men. Fora long 
time she saw in spirit the moon all clear and bright, save one dark 
spot on its surface. The Spirit of God informed her that the 
moon was the Church, and the dark spot the absence of the festival 
of the Blessed Sacrament; and that it was God’s will that sucha 
festival should be instituted in honor of that Mystery. Fortwenty 
years Juliana kept her vision and revelation a profound secret, till 
in the year 1230, when, being chosen prioress of her convent, she 
revealed the secret of her heart to a canon of the Church of St. 
Martin, a man then distinguished for his holiness of life, and who 
at once communicated the matter to the Bishop of Liege and 
other learned theologians. 

Two men especially interested themselves in the question, 
namely, the Dominican Hugo, and Jacob of Troyes, then arch- 
deacon in Liege. The first of these became cardinal legate in 
the Netherlands; the other, after being Bishop of Verdun and 
Cardinal and Patriarch of Jerusalem, ascended the Papal throne 
as Pope Urban IV. In order to still more clearly point out the 
will of God, the same vision was vouchsafed to another nun 
named Isabella, and also toa recluse in the same place named 
Eva. But it was not till sixteen years afterwards that the Bishop 
of Liege gave orders at a synod forthe celebration of the festival. 
A severe fit of sickness rendered him unable to officiate himself, 
but the canons of St. Martin’s celebrated the feast, with great 
solemnity, in his presence. The following year, in deference to 
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the objections raised by some individuals who thought themselves 
wise, the celebration was omitted. Juliana died, but as the affair 
was not of her will, but of the will of God, it did not die with her 
death. It was chiefly Eva, the recluse, who urged the new 
bishop, who afterwards became Pope Urban IV. This holy 
prelate intrusted the task of compiling the office and Mass for the 
festival to the most able theologian and greatest saint of that 
time. It is to St. Thomas Aquinas that we stand indebted for 
that wonderful hymn of praise, the Lauda Sion, into which he 
infused a glow of divine love while composing it in the depths of 
his truly angelic soul. 

The day set apart for the festival was the Thursday following 
Trinity Sunday; for it is becoming that when all the mysteries of 
the Redemption have been presented in festal cycle to the souls 
of men, the first Thursday should be devoted to the solemn 
commemoration of the seal and glory of that same Redemption. 

In the year 1264 Pope Urban signed a bull, ordering all Chris- 
tendom to observe this festival in the way in which it was celebrat- 
ed in the diocese of Liege. But as he died that same year, and 
before the bull could be properly published, the observance was 
kept in abeyance till the time of the Council of Vienna, in 1311, 
when the assembled Fathers solemnly instituted the feast in the 
presence of the Kings of England, France, and Arragon. The 
most prominent feature of the festival is the public procession, in 
which the Lord of heaven and earth, under the sacramental 
species, is exposed to the adoration of the faithful, and by going 
about among them glorifies His Church. 





Do Not Fear to Receive Holy Communion Frequently, Even Daily. 


T is the will of Our Lord Jesus Christ and of His Holy 
Church, that the faithful receive Holy Communion daily 
or at least as often as possible. Because in Holy Com- 
munion we receive Our Lord really and truly, with His 

soul and body, His humanity and divinity. By means of this 
wonderful Sacrament we are most intimately united with the 
Lord. God ts in us and we in God. Through the reception of 
this Sacrament we obtain the pardon of venial sins, the strength 
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to resist our passions, the grace to lead a holy life and numerous 
other graces. 

1. For frequent and daily Communion not more is required 
than for a monthly or yearly Communion. 

In the Decree of Dec. 20, 1905, our Holy Father, Pope Pius X., 
clearly and definitely laid down the conditions for frequent or 
daily Communion. There are but two conditions: 

a) To be free from mortal sin. 

6b) To have a right and devout intention. 

2. It is, therefore, not necessary for frequent or daily Com- 
munion, to be exempt from fully deliberate venial sins, although 
it is very expedient to be so. Frequent and daily Holy Com- 
munition is the most excellent means to purify ourselves from 
deliberate venial sins. 

3. The right and devout intention which is required for re- 
ceiving Holy Communion consists in approaching the holy table 
not through habit or custom, nor through human respect or van- 
ity, but for the purpose of pleasing God, or to become one 
with Jesus Christ, to obtain treasures for heaven, or strength 
to shun sin and to overcome our passions. 

4. Human motives would only then be an obstacle to a wor- 
thy Communion, if they were the principal or sole reason for our 
communicating. A person receiving Holy Communion from such 
a motive would be a hypocrite. But if we are disturbed by a 
thought of vanity, we should disregard it and quietly approach 
the holy table. Weshould not abstain from Holy Communion 
through fear of communicating out of custom; otherwise we 
should never be at peace and timid souls would always feel be- 
wildered. Holy Communion is intended to give peace of heart, 
not to cause confusion. 

5. How often should I go to confession, and how much time 
should I spend in preparation for Holy Communion ? 

No one may ever receive Holy Communion in the state of 
mortal sin. Persons who go to Holy Communion frequently dur- 
ing the week, are as a rule preserved from mortal sin, for this 
ts the fruit of frequent or daily Communion. Such persons 
usually confess once a week or fortnight. Many devout persons, 
who go to Holy Communion daily, seldom fall into deliberate 
venial sins. Such souls may be at peace, even if they go to con- 
fession only every three or four weeks. 

A devout preparation and fervent thanksgiving will be a most 
powerful factor to receive the divine grace abundantly in Holy 
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Communion. But not to have sufficient time to make a long pre- 
paration or thanksgiving is no reason to prevent one from receiv- 
ing Holy Communion. T7he best preparation is a pure heart. 

6. It is advisable to ask our confessor’s advice with regard 
to frequent or daily Communion. He will gladly permit frequent 
or daily Communion to those who he knows are free from mor- 
tal sin and desire to communicate with a good intention. 

How grateful should we not feel to our present Holy Father, 
that he has opened the tabernacle for us, and made the frequent 
or daily reception of Holy Communion depend only upon the ful- 
fillment of the two above mentioned conditions. 





Power of the Sacred Rost. 





How deep an impression Catholic services, especially the 
solemn adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, can make on well- 
meaning, unprejudiced non-Catholics, is taught us by Dr. Jenish, 
a protestant, in his work ‘“‘Divine Worship.’’ He writes: 

“I consider it a divine, a tremendous moment—pardon this 
bold expression—yes, a divine, a tremendous moment when the 
priest of the Catholic Church elevates the Blessed Sacrament in 
the monstrance for the adoration of the faithful. During this one 
great moment the fervent Catholic beholds and feels the Divinity 
in person, the redemption, the sanctification, eternal life, the ter- 
rors and joys of eternity; his body, his spirit are no longer on 
earth, they are with God, and God is with him. Cana protest- 
ant clergyman, a Spalding, a Reinhard boast of having ever 
worked out and delivered a sermon of such eloquence as to effect 
in his hearers the living perception of the invisible, the realization 
of that which eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard and which 
hath not entered into the heart of man?.... During my stay in 
Vienna, I visited the church of St. Stephen one Sunday morning. 
It was here that I witnessed a multitude of devout Catholics pros- 
trate in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament that was being 
elevated. Deeply moved at such a spectacle and with tears in 
my eyes, I involuntarily sank down on my knees, and like the 
most fervent of that denomination I also prayed.”’ 

Cardinal Wiseman, who founded a convent of Perpetual 
Adoration in London, and who delivered the sermon on the oc- 
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casion of the blessing of the chapel, related to his hearers the 
following incident which had been told him by the respective 
person herself. 

‘There was a distinguished, German lady, well known for her 
talent, piety and many acts of charity, but she was protestant 
and prejudiced against the Catholic Church. Ona journey while 
passing through the eternal city, she stepped into a church of 
Perpetual Adoration, where the Blessed Sacrament was exposed 
all the year around for the adoration of the faithful. There she 
beheld a crowd of people, some of them prostrate before the al- 
tar, others with their eyes fixed upon it in ardor and contempla- 
tion, and everyone absorbed in silent prayer. Ignorant of the 
mysterious object which captivated the attention of all those 
present, and only observing a great number of candles burning 
on the altar, the lady said to herself ‘Great God! these people 
are surely not adoring the candles ?’—Nevertheless, to her great 
annoyance, she felt compelled to throw herself on her knees, and 
likewise to adore, she knew not whom or what. Once more she 
returned to the same Church, and again experienced the same 
mysterious attraction. Another year passed by before she found 
the true light and learned to know Him Who is enthroned on the 
altar. Often afterwards she shed tears of grief, when recalling 
that one year, which she considered to have lost in opposing di- 


vine grace.”’ 





No Sacrifice Too Great. 





In the beginning of the eighteenth century there was a farmer 
in the parish of Roibon, diocese of Grenoble, who was looked 
upon as a saint. He was especially zealous in attending Mass 
and was often seen exhorting young men to take pleasure in 
hearing Mass. Heset them a good example, and no sacrifice was 
too great for him. Although he lived an hour's walk from the 
church, he was always the first one there. During the last years 
of his life severe pains in his feet prevented him from going to 
church in winter, but as soon as spring opened he rose at two 
o’clock, and supporting himself on two canes, after a wearisome 
journey of four hours, reached the church in time for the first of 
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the several Masses. When the last Mass was finished, strength- 
ened by the grace of God and filled with sentiments of joy, he 
returned home in the same way he had come. This noble Chris- 
tian died towards the end of the year 1809 at the age of seventy- 
five years. 

Truly an example which puts to shame those who imagine 
that living even a short distance is sufficient excuse to dispense 
them from the obligation of hearing Mass on Sundays and holydays, 
and who consider it lost time to assist at Mass on week days. 





A Martyr of the Blessed Sacrament. 





About 200 years ago, the Corpus Christi procession was held 
amid great solemnity in a certain village of France. The proces- 
sion at one place passed by a small park bordering upon an estate, 
the owners of: which had renounced their religion. Here aman 
was concealed, holding in his hands a weapon which he aimed 
directly at the priest who was carrying the Blessed Sacrament. 
One of the men in the procession seeing this, at once suspected 
that the bullet was directed not only at the priest, but in partic- 
ular at the Blessed Sacrament, against which the villain bore a 
special hatred. Animated by lively faith and a loving zeal, this 
brave hero rushed from the ranks, and stood between the Blessed 
Sacrament and the rascal’s weapon, just at the moment the shot 
was fired..... The bullet struck the heroic Christian, and he sank 
to the ground at the feet of the priest. Although mortally 
wounded, the martyr still lived for some time..... The priest, 
deeply moved, had the presence of mind to take the Sacred Host 
out of the monstrance, and give a particle of It to the dying 
man, saying, ‘My son,you are worthy immediately to receive 
the body of the Lord.’’ And the soul of the martyr of the Bless- 
ed Sacrament departed, while he was united with his Lord and 
God in Holy Communion. 


We have the so-called Crozier rosaries blessed every Monday. As 
blessed rosaries can not be sold, offerings intended for such, should be sent 
in advance. 
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“T Rave No Cime Now.’’ 


(For this article we are indebted to a priest in S. Dakota.) 








It was the feast of Corpus Christi, June 9, 1898. I had been 
busy for some time, preparing a class of children for their first 
Holy Communion. At the close of the Easter season I had the 
great satisfaction to know, that all my parishioners, with one ex- 
ception, had gone to their Easter duty. Several days previous 
to the feast of Corpus Christi, I happened to meet this particular 
man, and requested him to comply with his Easter duty. Al- 
though the time had already expired, I begged him to prepare 
for the reception of the Sacraments, at least by Corpus Christi. 
He answered me, “I have no time now.’”’ I remonstrated with 
him, warned him of the dangers of a sudden death, and that he 
would have to be refused a Christian burial. Butallin vain. “‘I 
have no time now,’’ was the only answer. ‘‘My friend,’’ I re- 
plied, ‘“‘if a sudden death should overtake you, would you then 
find time?’’ The unfortunate man could not be prevailed upon, 
and he drove away. 

Corpus Christi, the day of joy and happiness for my dear first 
communicants, had come. During high Mass at nine o’clock, 
they were united with their Lord and God the first time. After 
the services were over, there was procession with the Blessed 
Sacrament. For this purpose we had erected an altar, in the 
cemetery which was near the church, as we had no other place 
suitable for a solemn procession. Everybody was full of joy, es- 
pecially the happy children. After the evening services, when 
I arrived home at eight o’clock, I was informed of the death of 
the man who had neglected his Easter duty. He died suddenly 
at seven o’clock that evening. 

Poor man! he had no time for his most important duty, nor 
did he need much time to die. In this life he did not realize the 
value of the time of grace, and in eternity, there is no time 
of grace. 





Approbation and Recommendation. I beg to say that your pe- 
riodical of the Blessed Sacrament “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
has my hearty approval and recommendation. 

St. Joseph, Mo., May 25, 1905.  M. F. Burke. 
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Ai Courageous Deed. 





In the house of representatives of Chili, in 1907, one of the 
delegates named Pleitado, an infidel, had the audacity while ad- 
dressing the assembly, to utter the coarsest blasphemies against 
God, the Church and the priests. The next speaker, D. Macario 
Ossa, the Catholic delegate of San Carlos, hereupon delivered a 
magnificent address, in which with the eloquence of a seraph, he 
repelled Pleitado’s boldness, so that all who were present, were 
deeply moved. Ossa threw himself on his knees on the platform, 
and with arms stretched upward cried out, ‘* I adore Thee, Lord 
Jesus Christ; I acknowledge Thee as the King of creation and 
the Sovereign of all people.’’ This courageous deed brought 
forth a storm of enthusiasm from the entire country, and numerous 
congratulations were sent to the noble delegate. The Archbishop 
of Santiago presented him with a golden reliquary, set with pre- 
cious stones. Oh, that every country possessed numerous dele- 
gates with such principles! 





A Sad Thing in a Catholic Country. 





In the diocese of Chalons, Paris, the most horrible sacrileges 
were committed already ten years‘ago. Ten churches were rob- 
bed and profaned, and the Sacred Hosts desecrated. Msgr. M. 
Andre, Bishop of Chalons, addressed a circular letter to all his 
clergy, and among other things said the following :— 

‘The Blessed Sacrament is no longer safe in our midst. The 
custody which our priests and the faithful are able to give to the 
tabernacle, no longer suffices. Consequently I decree that: from 
May 7th, to May 14th, the Blessed Sacrament shall be removed 
from all the churches in our diocese. The perpetual light shall 
be extinguished. At each holy Mass, the priest will consecrate 
the number of Hosts necessary for those present who wish to 
communicate. Neither in a church nor chapel, shall it be per- 
mitted to give Benediction; the MZ/zserere will be prayed instead 
on May 7th, 11th and 14th. After the above mentioned time has 
expired, the Blessed Sacrament may be preserved only in such 
churches and by such parishes as have petitioned for It, and have 
promised to protect It from any further outrage.’’ How terrible 
that such a state of affairs can exist in a Catholic country ! 











44 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 


Devotion to the Sacred Heart. 





The most ancient special devotion of Christians is doubtless 
that of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Son of God. The holy 
Sacraments and the other objects of devotion did not yet exist, 
when the Blessed Virgin Mary found her delight in worshiping 
the most sweet Heart of her Jesus; already did Saint Joseph clasp 
that Heart to his bosom; even then were the shepherds and the 
magi, Simeon and Anna, the apostles and the disciples attracted 
to It and by It: they longed to show to It the affection and love 
of their hearts. But after Jesus had called upon all men to learn, 
‘that He is meek and humble of Heart;’’ after He had drawn 
from the treasury of His Heart that best of all gifts, the Sacra- 
ment of the most Blessed Eucharist; lastly, after He had willed 
that, upon the cross, His Heart should be opened, and continue 
open, as a place of refuge for all; then was devotion to His Divine 
Heart wonderfully increased. The apostles spread it through- 
out the world as a special worship. Thenceforth, the fathers of 
the Church themselves practiced it most tenderly, and commend- 
ed it most carefully to others. The saints of every after age 
became devoted disciples of the Heart of Jesus. But when the 
fullness of time came, at which He had decreed to pour forth all 
the riches of His Heart, the goodness and kindness of the Savior 
were made manifest, and Himself revealed His wish that, there- 
after, this devotion should be a most special one; since He de- 
clared and promised that He would lavish the abundance of His 
graces upon all who should consecrate themselves to the worship 
of His Heart. 

The object of this worship is the Heart of Jesus Itself. And 
since in Jesus Christ there are two natures, the divine and the 
human, and only one person, the Divine Person; the Heart of 
Jesus Christ is the Heart of the Divine Person, the Heart of the 
Word Incarnate. And because the Divine Person is to be hon- 
ored with the highest worship; the worship to be paid to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, which can neither be separated nor taken 
away from the Divine Person, is likewise supreme. This isa 
Catholic truth, which has prevailed over all contrary errors. 

The end of this devotion is threefold. The first, to make 
Jesus a return for that boundless love, of which His Heart is the 
symbol, that made Him do so much and suffer so immeasurably 
for our sake; and induced Him to bestow upon us that sweetest 
and most precious of all gifts, the Sacrament of the Eucharist. 
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The second, that, through the fervor of our piety, we may, as far 
as we can, make amends for all the insults which have been, or 
are even now offered to His most Sacred Heart, which He exhibits 
to us as the throne of His affections. The third, that imitating 
what we worship, we may be inspired with the same affections, 
the same sentiments that animated His Heart during His life of 
toil and suffering, and still animate It in His blissful and Sacra- 
mental life. From its antiquity, object, and manifold end, it is 
plain that this devotion is most excellent, most profitable, most 
solid, and most consoling. 





St. Mechtild, the Privileged Spouse of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 





Short Sketch of Ker Life. 


HEN Mechtild was but seven years old she went one 
day with her mother to the convent of Rodardsdorf, to 
visit her sister Gertrude. The conversation of the 
latter appealed so strongly to the little Mechtild, that 

she refused to leave the convent in spite of all the remonstrances 
of her mother, and with the engaging simplicity of childhood 
went to each member of the community to coax her to say she 
should be received. Neither the threats nor the persuasions of 
her parents availed, and her determination at length prevailing, 
they let her remain. From the beginning of her religious life 
she grew rapidly in the love of God, and burning with an 
unusual devotion, her spirit rejoiced in God with exceeding 
sweetness. 

Perfecting herself in conversion of morals from day to day, 
she attained to the height of all virtues. She was of a most 
marvelously sweet character, deeply humble, very patient, a true 
lover of poverty, remarkable for her fervor and devotion; but 
above all she was great in charity both towards God and man. 
She showed herself amiable and tactful to every one, was moved 
with a real zeal of loving kindness towards those who were 
troubled or tempted, showing herself a true mother to all, minis- 
tering consolation and help so that every one who came to her 
went away consoled and instructed. 
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Mechtild preserved her virginity, which from her seventh 
year she had vowed to God, and her purity of heart, so that 
from her very infancy she was without sin. This is testified 
by her two confessors who tell us that they had never seen any 
person of such purity of heart and innocence, as Mechtild and 
her sister, the Lady Abbess. The only grave sin which she could 
remember ever having committed, and this she confessed with 
great sorrow, was having once said, when she was a little girl, 
that she had seen a thief in the courtyard when she had not seen 
one. Yet no other falsehood did she remember to have told 
knowingly and of her own free will. 

When she had spent about fifty years in the religious life, 
God afflicted her with a painful malady. Besides this she was 
deprived of the sweetness and consolation she usually experi- 
enced, as likewise of the visitations of her Lord, so that she 
complained with tears that she was no longer capable of awak- 
ening even a single devout thought for God. She thereby fell 
into such a state of sadness that she turned to God with loving 
complaints and the sound of her lamentations were heard through- 
out the entire house. After remaining in this desolation for more 
than seven days, her benign Lord, Who is ever with those visited 
by tribulation, poured upon her a plenitude of consolation and 
delights. She often then lay with closed eyes, as if dead, from 
the time of matins until prime and from prime until none in the 
enjoyment of her beloved. During this time the most wonderful 
mysteries were made known to her and the sweetness of His 
presence so greatly rejoiced her, that she was as though inebri- 
ated and could no longer remain silent, but communicated the 
interior graces, which for so many years she had kept hidden, to 
all who approached her. These secrets she revealed especially 
to Saint Gertrude the Great, and to another religious. By 
command of their superior these two persons collected all 
what had been told them and it was recorded in the “‘Book of 
Spiritual Graces.’’ 

Gifts of the Sacred Heart. 

One day, it was the Wednesday after Easter, while Mechtild 
was reflecting on the words of the Introit of the Mass: ‘‘Come, 
ye blessed of my Father etc.’’ she said to Our Lord in the full- 
ness of an unusual delight, ‘““Oh, that I were one of those blessed 
ones who shall hear these Thy most sweet words,’’ and the Lord 
replied, *‘Be convinced that thou art one of them, and that thou 
mayest not doubt it in the least, / wz// give thee My Heart as 
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a pledge of My love. I also give thee My Heart as a house 
of refuge, that especially in the hour of thy death thou mayest 
enter to repose therein forever.” 

From thenceforward she began to have a wonderful devotion 
to the Heart of Jesus, and whenever the Lord appeared to her, 
she received a special gift from His Divine Heart, as is shown by 
almost every page of her revelations. She was wont often to 
say, “‘If all the graces I have received from the most loving Heart 
of my Lord were written down, a big book, such as we use at 
matins, would not suffice to contain them. 

Tuvitation to the Divine Keart. 

One day while she was making her thanksgiving after Holy 
Communion, she saw Our Lord standing before her, and she was 
permitted, as it were, to repose on His bosom. She then heard 
from the interior of His Divine Heart three pulsations, and she 
wished to know what they signified. Our Lord told her that 
these three pulsations signified three words, which He speaks to 


loving souls. 
“The first word is, ‘Come’ and signifles, ‘I tthdraw thyself 


from all creatures.’ The next word is, ‘Enter’ that is, ‘Yearn 
as a bride.’ Thethird word, ‘/nto the nuptial chamber,’ mean- 
ing, ‘/nto the Divine Heart.’” By these words she understood 
that the Lord bids the elect soul, wholly and voluntarily to re- 
nounce any pleasure it may find in creatures, and serve God alone 
with zeal and devotion. Then the Lord recommended her to 
have confidence, and likened each of His elect to a bride, which 
fears not to be rejected, but at all times confidently approaches 
and enters into the bridal chamber of His Divine Heart, in which 
is found the superabundance of every bliss, which the human 
heart possibly can desire. 
The Most Pleasing Gratitude to the Heart of Jesus. 

On a certain Good Friday St. Mechtild said to the Lord, 
‘“What thanksgiving can be rendered to Thee, O only Sweetness, 
for the wound of love which Thou didst receive on the cross for 
man, when love pierced Thy most sweet Heart with the dart of 
unconquerable love, whence flowed for our salvation water and 
blood; and thus, vanquished by the greatness of Thy love for 
Thy Spouse, Thou didst die a death of love?’ And the Lord 
answered, ‘“‘7hat a man should conform his will to Mine, 
and that My will should content him in and above everything.” 

Our Lord once said to her, He desired all hearts to be dis- 
posed as His Divine Heart had been while here on earth. First, 
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the Heart of Jesus was filled with reverence and love for His 
Heavenly Father; secondly, with love and mercy for all men; 
thirdly, with humility and self-abasement towards Himself. 


The Divine Heart of Jesus and Sinners. 


Once when Mechtild was meditating on His passion, the 
Lord said to her, ‘‘When My side was pierced with a lance, I 
gave to those who through Adam had drunk of the cup of death, 
to drink out of My Heart of the chalice of life, in order that 
they might all be made the children of eternal life.’’—‘‘When 
Judas came near and kissed Me, My Heart felt such strong love, 
that had his soul repented, I would have taken it by that kiss to 
be My bride.’’ 

Another time Our Lord said to her, ‘‘There is no sinner 
however great, whom I would not pardon, if he be truly contrite. 
And My Heart would be so graciously inclined towards him as 
though he had never sinned.’’ 


Kappy Death on the Keart of Jesus. 


This humble and devout handmaid of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
after having lived in the state of Religion up to her fifty-seventh 
year, practicing in their perfection all virtues, and after having 
suffered constant pains for nearly three years, approached her end. 

Once when she suffered intense pain, the Lord Jesus Christ 
appeared to her and consoled her thus: ‘‘/ w7// draw all thy 
pains into Myself and suffer everything in thee, and thus offer 
all thy pains in union with My sufferings to the Heavenly 
Father for His glory and I will be with thee until thy last 
breath, which thou shalt breathe forth in My Divine Heart, 
to repose therein forever. And I will take thy soul to Myself 
with unspeakable love, that the whole heavenly host shall rejoice 
and be filled with astonishment.’’ 

At last the hour so long desired arrived, when the soul de- 
spoiled of all that was earthly, the elected bride of Jesus Christ, 
in all things conformed to the will of her Beloved, was to quit 
the prison of the body to enter the nuptial chamber of her Im- 
perial Spouse. Jesus, the Lord of Supreme Majesty, glorified 
her with the light of His Divinity, and in a sweet and gentle 
voice invited her in these words, ‘“‘Come, thou blessed of My 
Father, possess the kingdom prepared for thee from the foun- 
dation of the world.” Greeting her tenderly and reminding her 
of the great favor he had bestowed upon her eight years before, 
when He had given her His Divine Heart as a pledge of His love 
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and His fidelity in keeping His promise, He said, ‘‘AndSwhere 
is My pledge?’’ On which she, opening her heart with botk 
hands, offered it to her Beloved Who absorbed her entirely by 
the virtue of His Divinity and associated her to His glory. 
She died happily on the Heart of Jesus, November 19, 1298. 





Converted by Praying to the Sacred Heart. 


A young student who had formerly led a pious life, but after 
a few years entirely neglected receiving the sacraments, plunged 
himself into the two horrible vices, of infidelity andimpurity. He 
had fallen so low that a contrite confession, or any helps what- 
ever seemed out of the question. 

Let us hear what he himself relates: Deeper and deeper I 
sunk into the mire of sin, but would never go to confession; had 
not the thought that I must do penance, somewhat restrained 
me, I would doubtless have ended in the penitentiary. The voice 
of God admonished me continually, however, I suppressed the 
pangs of conscience and remained in my sins. Oftentimes driven 
to despair, I lay prostrate on my knees in the church, and yet 
could not make up my my mind to amend my life by a sincere 
confession. Nevertheless, I prayed and besought the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus to help me out of my misery. I reminded Our 
Lord in the tabernacle, that it is said He would not cast from 
Him even the most wretched sinner who repented but would 
receive him with inexpressible love. Yet I could not feel thor- 
oughly convinced of this. Often, too, I prayed the Memorare 
and the rosary that the Blessed Virgin might intercede for me, as 
she being called the ‘Refuge of sinners’’ would not refuse their 


petitions. 
At length grace conquered. The Sacred Heart of Jesus and 


the immaculate heart of Mary helped me. I made a sincere con- 
fession, and what I had considered as an impossibility was 
accomplished with the grace of God. Shame and fear were 
overcome, and today with a heart overflowing with gratitude I 
must give thanks for the miracle of my conversion. Let me ex- 
hort all who are in a similar condition as I had been, to pray, pray 
unceasingly. Have courage and confidence; the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and His Blessed Mother’s intercession have helped me; they 
will also assist you. 
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Che Picture of the Sacred Heart. 





In regard to the veneration of the picture of the Sacred 
Heart, Our Lord assures us, that He takes singular pleasure in 
being honored under the representation of a heart of flesh, and 
wishes that this image should be publicly erected, in order, He 
added, that the tepid might be touched at sight thereof. Atthe 
same time He promised, to pour out in abundance the riches of His 
graces upon all those who would honor the picture of His Sacred 
Heart, and wherever this image should be exposed and honored, 
it would draw down all manner of blessings.—He promises by 
this means to restore peace to families where discord had arisen, 
and to protect and help those in need, if they turn to His Sacred 
Heart with confidence. 


Che Ven. Landsberger, a Carthusian (died 1539) not only him- 
self cherished a tender devotion towards the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, but never grew tired directing the attention of others to 
the beauty of this devotion. He sought to further this devotion 
by means of pictures or images of the Sacred Heart. It was at 
his request, that at the Carthusian monastery of Cologne, each 
monk had for special veneration a picture of this Adorable Heart, 
in his cell or fastened to the door. He writes, ‘‘Keep a picture 
of this Adorable Heart, in order to nourish your devotion; place 
it so that you may have it constantly before your eyes, that the 
sight of it may enkindle in you the fire of divine love. Kiss this 
image with the same devotion as you would kiss the Heart of 
Jesus Itself; in spirit enter into this Divine Heart; press It with 
love to your heart; pour your whole soul into It, desiring ardent- 
ly to be one with It, and seek with all your strength to draw down 
upon you, the spirit of the Heart of Jesus, His virtues, His graces, 
in a word, all the blessings of this Divine Heart. For the pre- 
cious treasures of His Sacred Heart are beyond measure. The 


Heart of Jesus is an overflowing fountain of all good. 
(Boutrais, Landsberger the Carthusian. ) 


We have three very beautiful half-tone pictures of the 


Sacred Heart of Jesus for sale. 
One picture 18 X 29 in., like our frontispiece, really beau- 


tiful, $0.35 
Another picture of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust, light 
and delicate, 17 X 24 in. 25 


Still another Sacred Heart of Jesus and a Sacred Hea 
of Mary, 19 X 25, each .30 
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Sacred Keart Guard of Honor. 


A Sacred Heart guard of honor has been formed with the 
advice and encouragement of their Chaplain, the Rev. John M. 
Ferry, among the soldiers of the tenth infantry, stationed at 
Haines, Alaska. The guard numbers about loomen. The mem- 
bers receive Holy Communion on the first Friday of the month, 
or if prevented from doing so, on the following Sunday. Nearly 
all the soldiers belonging to this guard of honor have pledged 
themselves to abstain from intoxicating liquor. But only those 
were advised to take the pledge to whom drink was an occasion 


of sin. 


A Drunkard Converted. 





The following remarkable occurrence was related by a priest : 
A woman of my parish had been married thirty years. During 
the first eight years she and her husband lived together peace- 
fully and happily. He was an ambitious and thrifty man, and 
not only was their home free from debt but they also laid aside 
some little savings. But after this the husband came in contact 
with careless companions, he took to liquor and became a drunk- 
ard. Now began a sad time for the poor wife and children. The 
husband neglected his family and his business affairs, he cared 
for nothing but to satisfy his craving for drink. The consequence 
was, as is usual in such cases, quarreling, abuse, distress and mis- 
ery. The most wretched days were those, when occasionally as 
he was wont to do, he receivedthe sacraments. After confession 
he would go to the saloon and become intoxicated, and then 
conducted himself worse than ever. The following dav he would 
receive Holy Communion. 

Thus the state of affairs grew worse and worse. The miser- 
able man finally resolved to set fire to his dwelling, and then to 
commit suicide. One day the house had already taken fire, but 
it was discovered in time and extinguished; after that he at- 
temped to hang himself on atree, but the limb broke. The 
unfortunate mother and children prayed incessantly for his 
conversion, but things seemed to grow worse instead of better. 
At length it happened that the disconsolate wife came across a 
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copy of the Sacred Heart Messenger, which contained an article 
about a woman expressing thanks to the Sacred Heart fora 
petition having been granted. It was a similar case, a drunkard, 
who after many prayers had been converted. 

Having read this, the unhappy wife gained new courage and 
confidence. She at once had her husband’s name enrolled in the 
confraternity of the Sacred Heart; she herself performed for him 
the customary prayers, at the same time placing all her confi- 
dence in the Sacred Heart. The good woman likewise implored 
our Heavenly Mother, St. Joseph, St. Anthony and St. John for 
their powerful intercession. Before long there was a change for 
the better. Her husband ceased going to the saloon, he became 
diligent at work, and attended his religious duties like before. 
Peace was again restored to the family. His wife is convinced 
that all this was effected through the infinitely merciful Heart of 
Jesus. On her knees she returned heartfelt thanks to the Sacred 
Heart, and desires to be grateful all her life time. 





Explanation of Our Pictures. 





The picture on page 47 of this issue represents the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, adored by Blessed Nicholas de Flue, St. Gertrude 
the Great, and St. Mechtild. 

Blessed Nicholas de Flue had a wonderful devotion to the 
Most Blessed Sacrament and for twenty-one years took no other 
nourishment than Holy Communion. 

St. Mechtild, St. Gertrude and Blessed Margaret Alacoque 
are the three Saints to whom Our Lord confided the secrets of 
His Divine Heart. St. Mechtild was favored with more than one 
hundred revelations concerning the Sacred Heart of Jesus. In 
the writings of St. Gertrude more than one hundred fifty are re- 
corded. 

The picture on page 58 represents Blessed Joan of Arc, 
awaiting the coronation of the King in the cathedral of Rheims. 
The crown lies upon the altar and the tapers are lighted. In- 
cense ascends. All eyes are upon Joan, who led the King to 
Rheims to be crowned. The Augustinian monk, her faithful 
director, is kneeling upon the steps of the altar. 
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Joan of Arc, or the Maid of Orleans. 
(Beatified April 18, 1909.) 


N the feast of Epiphany, 1412, at Domremy, France, was 
born the heroic maiden, whom God had destined to lib- 
erate her deeply distressed and humiliated country. 
Joan was the daughter of simple, honest peasants. In 

ther childhood she guarded her father's flocks and spun the wool. 

She was a good, pious child, and had great devotion to the Bless- 

ed Sacrament, as well as tender love for the Heavenly Mother. 

Her greatest joy was to assist at holy Mass and other services, in 

the church which was not far from her home. Her pastor 

testified that no one in the village was her equal in charity and 
lety. 

, ‘When she entered upon her girlhood, there was great distress 

in the kingdom of France. Henry V. of England had asserted 

ancient claims to the French crown, invaded the country in 1415, 

and gained the victory in the battle of Agincourt. After his 

death (1422), the duke of Bedford was appointed administrator 
of the kingdom for the infant crown-prince, Henry VI. Not long 
after, the French King, Charles VI., died in captivity, and to the 
unfortunate Dauphin, Charles VII. were left only a few provinces 
of the entire kingdom, the countries south of the Loire. With 
the purpose of conquering this last remnant of French posses- 
sions, Lord Salisbury, the English general, in 1428, laid siege to 
Orleans, the conquest of which would have ultimately decided 
the destiny of the rightful heir, Charles VII. The alarming ti- 
dings regarding the bloody events of the war and the distress of 
the unhappy King also penetrated into the quiet, little village 
of Domremy. Joan’s heart, aflame with noble patriotism, was 
deeply affected, and often she earnestly besought the Queen of 

Heaven for assistance. One summer day when she was about 

fourteen years old, Joan was praying under a tree in the garden. 

She heard from the direction of the church a mysterious voice 

which said to her, “‘Joan be a good child, and go often to 

church.’’ The same voice addressed her repeatedly. At first 
the Archangel Michael appeared to her surrounded by a troop of 
angels, and later on St. Catherine and St. Margaret. For three 
years the little shepherdess lived in communication with these 
celestial messengers, who prepared her for her sublime task. 

Ever more and more clearly and definitely she heard the com- 

mand, ‘Go, go, daughter of God, thou wilt deliver Orleans, 
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thou wilt have the Dauphin crowned at Rheims!’’ Concerning 
these divine visions, she in later years testified before the judges, 
“As plainly as I see you, did I behold with my own eyes these 
celestial beings: as firmly as I believe in God and a Redeemer,. 
do I believe that they appeared to me at God’s command.”’ 

Great Obstacles. 

The obstacles which presented themselves to the heroic vir- 
gin’s undertaking were almost insurmountable. Who would 
believe her? What proof could she give of the visions? Even 
her nearest relatives opposed her. However, Joan’s trust in God 
was unwavering, and she hearkened to the heavenly voices. On 
February 23, 1429, by the advice of her celestial voices, she ex- 
changed her dress for male attire, mounted a horse, and took 
with her six attendants. Although her journey led through for- 
ests and across rivers, and the roads were infested by English and 
Burgundian soldiers, she departed full of hope and courage. In 
eleven days she arrived at Fierbois, six miles from Chinon, where 
the king resided. She then sent a letter to His Majesty, asking 
permission to come to him at Chinon. 

At first he would not listen to her petition for an audience. 
Finally, after declaring that she would recognize him at first sight 
although she had never in her life seen him nor a picture of him, 
and that she would reveal to him a great secret, which was known 
only to God and himself, it was decided after a two days’ dis- 
cussion that Joan should be presented to the king.—The hall was 
brilliantly lighted, there was a magnificent assembly of knights 
and dignitaries of the crown. The monarch, plainly clad, stood 
on one side, desiring to test Joan’s word. 

Calm, self-possessed, not at all disconcerted by so much 
splendor, Joan entered simply, distinguished the King at the first 
glance from the crowd of lords with whom he had purposely 
mingled, and though he insisted that he was not the King, knelt 
before him and embraced his knees. She then said in her gentle, 
melodious voice, ‘‘God give you a prosperous life, noble King !’’ 
He then conversed with her some time apart, and she revealed 
to him the secret, which at a later period her enemies tried in 
vain to draw from her. As was generally assumed, however, the 


secret was this :— 
The Secret. 


When Charles VII. had been brought so low that he could 
see no way out of the immense difficulties that met him on every 
side, he began fo doubt whether he really was the true heir to the 
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throne of France. Oppressed by this thought, he entered his 
oratory one day alone. There he prayed in his heart without utter- 
ing a word with his lips, that if he were the true heir, it would please 
Heaven to protect him. Joan reminded him of this prayer and 
said to him, “I tell you in the name of the Almighty, that you 
are the true heir of France and the King’s son.’’ These words 
brought joy and peace to the afflicted monarch’s soul. 

Charles had now an undeniable sign of Joan’s mission. And 
yet he still hesitated. His council above all did not place any 
trust in this strange affair. At length it was determined that she 
should be submitted to a solemn examination by order of the 
Royal Council and under the presidency of the Archbishop of 
Rheims. A large assembly of theologians, professors and learned 
men were called together, to discover whether the words of this 
simple peasant-girl could be trusted, and whether her visions 
were from God or not. During this examination she predicted 
four things :— 

1. That the power of the English would be broken and Or- 
leans delivered, but the King must give her men-at-arms. 

2. That the King would be crowned at Rheims. 


3. That the King would recover possession of Paris. 

4. That the Duke of Orleans would be rescued from cap- 
tivity in which he was then detained in England. 

Her learned audience received these prophesies with a com- 
passionate smile. They simply considered them an impossibility. 
A Dominican doctor of divinity said to her, ‘Joan, thou sayest 
it is God's will to deliver the people of France. Now, if such is 
His will, He has no need of soldiers.’”” The objection was a 
weighty one, but it did not confound the girl. Shereplied, ‘‘Ah! 
my God! the soldiers will do battle, and God will give the vic- 
tory.’’ Another professor of theology insisted that Joan perform 
a miracle in their presence. She gave the sensible answer: ‘‘I 
have not come to Poitiers to work miracles. Give me men-at- 
arms, as few as you please, and take me to Orleans. There I 
will work a miracle.’’ 

With Banner and Sword. 

For six long weeks, the poor child was tormented by these 
professors, by an unending line of questions, repeated over and 
over again. The investigation, however, served one good pur- 
pose: her judges were obliged to testify that they found in her 
‘‘goodness, humility, virginity, piety, truthfulness and simplicity.’ 
At last, after some hesitation, Charles and his Council decided to 
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entrust her with a small army for Orleans, and at once made her 
Commander-in-chief. He gave hera military retinue and armor; 
from God she received her banner and sword. The latter came 
to her through her patronesses, Sts. Catherine and Margaret. 
They had told her that in the church at Fierbois there was a 
sword for her, buried near the altar. It was where she had in- 
dicated and brought to her. She ordered a banner, such as the 
heavenly messengers had shown her. It was white sprinkled 
with lilies. One side of it represented our Savior seated in clouds; 
the other side was a painting of the Annunciation. The motto 
inscribed on it was ‘Jesus and Mary.’’ Joan asked permission 
to be accompanied by aconfessor. An Augustinian monk, known 
for his great piety, offered his services, which she accepted joy- 
fully. She begged him to remain always with her in quality of 
confessor. He promised to do so, and kept his word. Before 
taking leave of the King she disclosed to him that Sts. Catherine 
and Margaret had revealed to her that she would be wounded in 
delivering Orleans, but that it would not prevent her from ac- 
complishing her task. 
The Warriors Receive the Sacraments. 

On April 23, 1429, the brave girl departed with her warriors 
from Tours to Blois, where she found an army of 3000 men 
in readiness to march to Orleans. In the first place she was 
solicitous to have better discipline introduced among the demor- 
alized troops. The appearance and example of this virtuous and 
heroic maiden, made such a powerful impression on these coarse, 
rough soldiers, that they willingly submitted to her commands 
without the least resistance. All went to confession and prepared 
for a worthy reception of Holy Communion. It was marvelous 
what a change took place in the hearts of these depraved men. 

On April 27th, the expedition left Blois for Orleans. The 
country through which they marched was in the hands of the 
enemy. But God visibly protected them, and the little army ar- 
rived safe at the city of Orleans, without having been molested 
by the English. They brought with them a bountiful supply of 
provisions for the half-starved inhabitants, whose joy knew no 
bounds. The heroic girl was looked upon as an angel from heav- 
en. All gazed at her with affection,—men, women and the little 
children. They pressed around to touch her or even the horse 
that she rode. Yet amid all these tokens of honor and esteem, 
Joan remained as before, the pious, simple maiden of Domremy. 
Though she had tasted no nourishment since morning, and had 
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The Blessed Maid of Orleans. Born Jan. 6, 1412. 
Burned to death May 30, 1431. Beatified April 18, 1909. 
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spent the whole day on horseback in heavy armor, yet she con- 
ducted her soldiers straight to the Cathedral, to return thanks to 
God, for His wonderful protection. 

In the archives of Koenigsberg, Prussia, there exists a letter, 
supposed to have been addressed to Francis Sforza, Duke of 
Milan. It gives the following description of Joan of Arc: ‘‘This 
young girl has a very comely appearance. She is well skilled in 
warlike exercises. She speaks little and shows great wisdom in 
her discourse, and her voice is like that of her sex. She eats 
little and drinks wine very moderately. She likes brave men-at- 
arms, and encourages gentlemen, but takes no pleasure in useless 
words. She endures fatigue with so much constancy that she can 
remain six days and nights together under arms.’’ 


The Battle Begins. 


Previous to the battle, Joan had repeatedly sent messengers 
to the English, requesting them to withdraw peaceably from the 
city. Scorn and contempt was their only answer. An attack 
was then decided upon for Ascension Day. She communicated 
devoutly at holy Mass, and asked her soldiers to do likewise. 
Then the battle began, and under the leadership of the heavenly 
heroine, the French rushed to the assault. One fortress after 
another was taken. The English now hastily retired into the 
fort of Tourelles, which was considered impregnable. The 
French hesitated to attack this, and wished to wait for reinforce- 
ments. But Joan, inspired by heaven, would hear of no delay. 
On the following Sunday, May 7th, she assisted at holy Mass, 
received Holy Communion, and gave the command to attack the 
enemy. 

Mounted on her white horse, she led the troops to a fierce 
assault. All were filled with courage and fought valiantly. Sud- 
denly, Joan fell, struck between the neck and shoulder by an ar- 
row, and had to be carried toa place of safety. The English 
now believed themselves victorious, while the French began to 
retreat. When Joan saw this, she prayed, sprang upon her horse 
in spite of her wound, and infused new life and courage into the 
troops. The combat was resumed more fiercely than ever. 

Heaven itself took part in it. St. Michael, surrounded by 
celestial warriors, was seen sweeping through theair. The Eng- 
lish were seized with terror; they recoiled and fled. About 8000 
of their bravest warriors had fallen. Orleans was delivered. 
After a siege of seven months, the city was rescued from the 
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greatest distress, in seven days, on May 9, 1429. When men had 
begun to despair of all human aid, a young girl of eighteen, be- 
came her country’s liberator. The joy and jubilation of the 
French were indescribable. A triumphant procession, takes 
place on the same date every year in memory of the miraculous 
deliverance of the city. It was from this memorable event that 


she received the glorious title of ‘“The Maid of Orleans.’’ 
Conclusion in the September issue. 





Are Parents Permitted to Prevent Their Children from Embracing 
the Ecclesiastical or Religious State? 


The great Doctor of the Church, St. Alphonsus Liguori, 
answers this question thus: 

‘Those parents become guilty of grievous sin, who without 
a just cause prevent their children, either by threats, force, or 
deception, from embracing the religious life.’’ A just cause is 
only their great poverty. Nay, according to St. Alphonsus and 
to the opinion of all the doctors of the Church, parents may not 
make use of any entreaty or promise in order to oppose their 
children’s desire of embracing the religious life. Should they do 
so they commit a grievous sin, because they cannot do so without 
causing great spiritual loss to the person who intends to enter the 
religious life. Some theologians say also that those make them- 
selves guilty of grievous sin who prevent a person from embracing 
the religious state, because they sin against charity. Parents 
then are guilty of a double sin, asin against charity and a sin 
against piety. St. Alphonsus says, that parents can only be ex- 
cused somewhat from this twofold guilt on account of ignorance. 
St. Bernard exclaims, ‘“‘O severe father! O blind mother! You 


? 


are not parents but murderers! 


Day-Laborers Wanted. 


Two good day-laborers can find steady employment, at 
$1.75 per day, by applying to the 
Benedictine Convent, 
Clyde, Missouri. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





Here we wish toremark, that private revelations, according to the decree of 
Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church has 
not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 





Joys of the Poor Souls. 





Certainty of Salvation. 

s the Church teaches us,’’ says Cardinal Bellarmine, “‘that 
the souls of the faithful departed rest in the sleep of 
peace, we cannot assume, that they are in any uncer- 
tainty with regard to their eternal salvation, but we must 

rather believe that they enjoy, amid their unutterable pains, 7w- 
expressthle consolation on account of the certainty of their 
salvation.” The learned Suarez assures us, that they are perfect- 
ly certain that they, as just souls, are loved by God, and that 
after their present, transitory sufferings, eternal beatitude will be 
their portion. As soon as the soul leaves the body she undergoes 
the particular judgement, where she learns whether she will be 
saved or lost. She hears from the mouth of God Himself an 
irrevocable sentence, which is at once executed. How many 
holy souls on earth would be willing to sign a contract with their 
own blood, binding themselves to remain in purgatory until the 
day of Judgement, if thereby they would receive the absolute as- 


surance of heaven. 
Decrease of Sufferings. 


It is also a consolation for the poor souls that their suffer- 
ings are each moment shortened, so that they see the end of 
their torments approaching nearer and nearer.—It is the opinion 
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of many saints and theologians that the severity of their suffer- 
ings likewise keeps decreasing as the Church militant on earth 
continually comes to their aid; for God wills, that every hour by 
day and by night intercession be made for them, and that the 
Holy Sacrifice be continually offered for them, in order that they 
may be led into the place of refreshment. 

It is furthermore a pious belief, that the poor souls in purga- 
tory are relieved in their torments not only by the faithful on 
earth and the saints in heaven, but that the angels also console 
and relieve them. The guardian angel, who during her sojourn 
here on earth, so faithfully assisted the soul, will not abandon 
her now, dut permitted by God will visit and encourage her in 
her sorrow and pain, until he comes at the command of the 
Most High to announce to her with the words, ‘‘Enter into the 
joy of thy Lord,’’ that her purgation is at an end. 

Let us be grateful to our merciful God, Who does not de- 
prive us of all consolation, even in the purifying flames of 
purgatory, and let us entreat the holy angels, lovingly to espouse 
the cause of the souls suffering there, especially that of our de- 
ceased relatives and friends. 

Ven. Catherine Emmerich. 

The Ven. Catherine Emmerich offered a great part of her 
prayers for the poor souls in purgatory, who often appeared to 
her, seeking assistance. In winter time she would go out into 
the snow at night and kneel there with outstretched arms, until she 
became numb. Oftentimes she would kneel on asharp-edged board 
oron nettles. The latter she used for scourging herself, in order 
that by these voluntary pains, her prayer might become more effi- 
cacious. Frequently, the souls that she thus released, appeared 
to her to express their gratitude, which filled her with consolation. 
Concerning this, she mentioned the following in later years: 

‘‘When I was still a child, some strange person led me toa 
place that seemed to be purgatory. There I beheld many souls 
in a state of great suffering who petitioned me for prayers. I im- 
agined that I was being led into a deep abyss. I sawa broad 
space which impressed me in a frightful yet touching manner. 
All around sat people, quiet and sad, who at the same time had 
joy depicted on their countenance, as though they were reflecting 
on God’s mercy. I saw no fire in this place, yet I understood 
that these people suffered intense pain interiorly. Whenever I 
prayed fervently for the poor souls, I could often hear voices 
about me saying, ‘I thank you, I thank you!’ One evening lL 
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forgot to pray for the poor souls that are dearest to God. As I 
went outdoors for some wood, a white figure appeared to me 
which had several black spots upon it and said, ‘Thou art forget- 
ting me.’ I became much frightened and immediately said the 


prayers I mee neglected.” 
. Schmoecher, Life of Ven. Catherine Emmerich, Vol. I.) 


Re Biahly Favored Servant of God, Marie Lataste. 

In the writings of the highly favored servant of God, Marie 
Lataste (died 1847), we find the following related by herself : 

‘‘A woman of great piety, called Jeanne, who was living in 
a house near our convent, died. On hearing of her death, I ex- 
perienced a sweet joy, and Our Lord said to me, ‘Pray for her, 
My daughter, and in all your prayers and in all your actions, 
make her alleviation your intention, continuing to implore her 
deliverance until I say to you, it is enough.’ 

“On the Saturday evening of the week in which she died 
while preparing for Holy Communion, Jesus said to me, among 
other things, “Marie, this is the day on which Jeanne is to be re- 
leased. When you have communicated, recite the indulgenced 
prayer: O good and most sweet Jesus, etc., and she will appear 
to you.’ 

‘‘After communicating, I recited the prayer prescribed to me 
by the Savior. Soon I saw Our Lord appear from amongst a 
multitude of virgins and come to me; He was resplendent with 
beauty. He took me by the hand, and led me to the edge of a 
deep and dark abyss. There I saw Him stoop towards the abyss, 
and twice He pronounced the name, ‘Jeanne, Jeanne.’ An an- 
gel came up from the abyss, bringing her with him. The Blessed 
Virgin now approached her, and the Savior Jesus said, ‘Bring 
forth a robe and a crown;’ and so it was done. Jeanne was 
clothed in the robe, and her brow was encircled with a white 
crown. Her face and her hands and feet became of a dazzling 
brightness. Then the Blessed Virgin took Jeanne by the hand 
and presented her to the Savior, saying to Him, ‘My Son, re- 
ceive Jeanne; she has been purified by Thy merits and by the 
prayers of the faithful,’ 

*‘Jeanne threw herself at the feet of Our Savior, Who raised 
her up and said to her, ‘Embrace My daughter Marie, and thank 
her, for she has prayed for you and hastened your deliverance.’ 
She embraced me, thanked me, and said, ‘I am perfectly hap- 
py;’ whereupon Our Lord placed her among a multitude of 
virgins arrayed in white.’’ Vie et Oeuvres de Marie Lataste. 

















if ' 


— 





St. Josepb’s Hcademy, 
Clyde, Wodaway Co., Missouri. 


Conducted by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. 
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Catholic parents, who desire to give their daughters a solid, 
thoroughly Catholic education, will find it to their advantage to 
direct their attention to this institution. 

The Academy is pleasantly situated in a healthful locality, 
away from the noise and distractions of the city, which circum- 
stance is of great benefit to the pupils. 

The Sisters make it their duty to give the children, entrusted 
to their care, a thorough education in all the necessary branches. 
But particular efforts are made to have them become truly Chris- 
tian and useful members of society. 

First communicants receive special attention and training. 

Young ladies are given opportunity for preparing themselves 
to become capable teachers. 

Opportunity is likewise given for learning church music and 
the Gregorian chant prescribed by the Holy Father. 

Only good Catholic girls will be admitted. 

For particulars apply to 


Motber Superior. 
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We Keep on Hand 
English Prayer Books 


in Various Styles and Bindings. 
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Beautiful Prayer-books in white or fine black leather 
bindings with gilt edges, for First Communicants. 
Prices ranging from 75 cts. to $2.00 
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Prayer-books for Men, vest-pocket size. 
Prayer-books, with large print, for the Aged. 
Prayer-books for Everybody. 

Gilt edges and fine leather bindings. 

Prices ranging from 50 cts. to $1.50, postpaid. 
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Beautiful Half-tone Pictures for Framing. 


Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure 18 x 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust 7 = 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 19 x 
Sacred Heart of Mary 19 x 
Ecce Homo 14 x 
Agony of Our Lord i x 
Mother Most Sorrowful 1I5 
Mother Most Amiable 17 
Mother Most Admirable 9 
Angel Guardian 10 





Benedictine Sisters, Clyde, Mo. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 











